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Mediterranean, Adriatic, Aegean, Rhine, Danube & Douro, and more. 
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This planner offers month-by-month suggestions for the most appealing European river and ocean 
cruise routes for 2026 and 2027. It includes highlights to look forward to, recommended cruise styles 
(river versus ocean), and planning tips to optimize your experiences with weather and events.
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January

Best for: Canary Islands, Madeira, Sicily, Malta, Northern Africa with mild winters
Why: Mild climates, off-peak pricing, island scenery,
Insider Knowledge: Wave Season offers excellent deals on ocean and river cruises 

February

Best for: Canary Islands, Madeira, Southern Spain ports (Seville via Cadiz)
Why: Carnival season in Spain and Portugal; quieter Mediterranean
Insider Knowledge: Don’t be enticed by the lowest rates on river cruises; this is a cold month, and 
river cruising is not enjoyable. The Mediterranean ocean cruises are much more pleasant.

March

Best for: Eastern Mediterranean (Istanbul to Athens), lower Danube Croatia & Romania                               
Why? Shoulder season with fewer crowds, lower fares, and perks. More authentic experience
Insider Knowledge: Most river cruises typically commence from mid to late March, marking the ideal 
season for great value for your money.

April

Best for: Tulip Time river cruises (spring blooms), Mediterranean (Sicily, Amalfi), 
Why: Flowers, mild weather, Easter cultural events with a festive local cultural vibe.                                      
Insider Knowledge: Prime time to visit Keukenhof Tulips is mid-April 



May

Best for: Mediterranean (Greek Islands, Turkish Turquoise Coast), Rhine & Moselle 
Why: Ideal sun deck warm weather 70-80 °F, festivals, ideal sightseeing, fresh fruits                                     
Insider Knowledge: Mediterranean for ideal weather, or Norway for scenic, cooler temperatures. 
Pack layers for varied conditions

June

Best for: Northern Europe & Baltic (Stockholm, St. Petersburg), Norwegian fjords
Why: Marks the start of summer, offering mild weather, lush landscapes, and near-limitless daylight. 
Insider Knowledge: Northern Europe cruises typically sell out a year in advance; plan ahead.

July

Best for: Greek Isles (Santorini, Mykonos), Adriatic (Hvar, Dubrovnik)
Why: Hot sunny weather, warm seas, and a vibrant, high-energy atmosphere with festivals
Insider Knowledge: Consider skipping the most crowded areas of Santorini or Mykonos to find a 
more authentic experience.

August

Best for: Mediterranean & Adriatic beach-focused cruises, Canary Islands 
Why: Peak summer crowds; best beaches and late-night culture, delicious Apricots on the Danube
Insider Knowledge: Lower rates and complimentary land extensions on river cruises

September

Best for: Douro Valley river cruises (start of harvest), Mediterranean shoulder season, Amalfi Coast
Why: Harvest season, wine experiences, grape-stomping activities, lower crowds, warm seas. 
Insider Knowledge: Avoid the last two weeks on river cruising, due to potential low water levels 

October

Best for: Douro Valley harvest finishes, Rhine & Rhone river cruises, Mediterranean shoulder
Why: Fall foliage, wine festivals, quieter ports
Insider Knowledge: Scenic autumn landscapes, local markets filled with produce, and the first press 
of olive oil are available.

November

Best for: Transatlantic repositioning to/from Caribbean, Mediterranean off-season
Why: Lower fares, quieter cities; some small-ship options
Insider Knowledge: River cruise low season, excellent deals on pre-Christmas market cruises



December

Best for: Christmas markets, river cruises (Rhine, Danube), Southern Mediterranean
Why: The festive Christmas markets are filled with a captivating atmosphere where magic truly 
comes alive. 
Insider Knowledge: Rhine Markets begin with the Advent Calendar, Danube begins mid-November

Regional Highlights & Sample Ports
Douro Valley (Portugal) — Porto, Peso da Régua, Pinhão: wine tastings, terraced vineyards; best: 
Sept–Oct.
Mediterranean (Western & Eastern) — Barcelona, Nice, Amalfi, Rome, Santorini, Mykonos, Athens: 
beach towns, ancient sites; best: May–June, Sept.
Adriatic (Croatia & Montenegro) — Dubrovnik, Split, Hvar: medieval cities, islands; best: May–
June, Sept.
Aegean & Turkey — Istanbul, Kusadasi, Bodrum, Rhodes: ancient ruins, bazaars, coastal charm; 
best: May–July.
Baltic & Northern Europe — Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki, Tallinn, St. Petersburg: palaces, 
museums, long daylight; best: June–Aug.
British Isles — Dublin, Edinburgh, Belfast, London: castles, gardens, coastal cliffs; best: May–Aug.
Rhine & Moselle Rivers — Amsterdam, Cologne, Rüdesheim, Strasbourg: vineyards, castles, 
medieval towns; best: May–Oct.
Danube River — Budapest, Vienna, Bratislava, Passau: music, architecture, riverfront culture; best: 
May–Oct.

The Most Impactful Itineraries 
Ocean Cruises: Mediterranean & Scandinavia
River Cruises: Rhine & Danube
Small-Ship/Expedition: Antarctica & Iceland & Norwegian Fjords

Booking & Timing Tips (2026–2027)
Book 9–20 months ahead for peak and holiday seasons, better deals, and stateroom inventory.
Look for early-booking discounts and complimentary land extensions.
Consider shoulder months (April–May, Sept–Oct) for lower fares and fewer crowds.
Check local events and festivals for immersive shore experiences.
Combine river and ocean cruises for extended European itineraries.



How Danny’s Adventures Can Help You Save and Succeed

My service is always complimentary 
Personalized cruise matching by interests, budget, and travel dates.
Exclusive non-published rates and promotions. 
Onboard credits for every one of my clients.
Pre- and post-cruise hotels and transfer arrangements.

 


